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the people of Israel.1 In a sense this Hokmah is the Torah
itself. It is not probable that the conception of Wisdom had
reached a more precise definition than any of the other
hypostases we have mentioned, but it far exceeded them in
importance in Jewish thought at the time of Jesus. To this
the book known as the Wisdom of Solomon bears sufficient
witness. Wisdom proved able to absorb all the other hypos-
tases. We shall have to consider its influence on Philo, St.
Paul, and the author of the Fourth Gospel, and more generally
on the whole development of primitive Christianity.

We have been concerned till now with what may be called
the intellectual aspect of God, corresponding to the rational
religion of the Scribes, and representing, no doubt, their con-
tamination in a greater or less degree by Greek thought, which
reached them directly from Hellenized Syria, and indirectly by
way of the Jewish colony in Alexandria. But God has also
another aspect, corresponding to the religion of the heart, that
religion of the spirit, characteristic of the Prophets, whose
influence survived in Israel, as I have shown, even in the
synagogue and among the doctors themselves, up to the time
of the full expansion of legalism, and was still more vigorous
among the common people.

While still maintaining that God was the Most High, far
beyond the range of all human attempts at definition, and the
awful Judge, whose power Jesus himself did not lessen or ignore,
the Jews continued to think of Him as a perfectly definite person.
He remained the chief actor in their history, the King and
Ruler of their people, not figuratively but in the most real and
immediate sense. They had only to glance back at their own
recent annals to find in the epic of the Maccabees the witness
of the presence and activity of Jahweh. The Rabbi might
speculate as to whether God had performed the gracious miracle
in person or had delegated the task to His Wisdom, His Word
or His Presence, but the simple Jew had no need of such subtleties
and his heart (and the heart of the Rabbi, for that matter)
was filled with unbounded gratitude to Jahweh, who had proved
himself not merely a just God, but a God of pity and love,
the true Father of his people.

For Jesus did not invent the idea of the Fatherhood of God,
though according to the Gospel tradition he emphasized it and
gave it such fundamental importance as the very basis of the
true relation between God and man, that it has been regarded
as the most original feature of his teaching. It was living in

1 Ben-Sira xxiv., -which Is in praise of Wisdom. Cf, especially verses
1, 8, 10, 11 and 12.